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Gloucester County E-Waste Program Shut Down   
 
 
The Gloucester County Office of Recycling regretfully announced that effective February 1, 2016 the Gloucester 
County Solid Waste Complex will no longer be accepting Electronic Waste (E-Waste) for recycling at its facility. 
 
In January 2010, the E-Waste Law was passed banning “Covered Electronic Devises or CED’s” from being 
incinerated or landfilled making it mandatory for them to be recycled.  The primary responsibility fell on the 
electronic manufactures to provide a “free and convenient” program for the residents of New Jersey.  At that time, 
the manufactures utilized the infrastructure already created by towns and counties that had set up free local drop 
off locations for their residents. 
 
Although under no obligation per the law, most towns and counties chose to provide these locations as a free 
service for their resident recyclers, and the program worked. 
 
Since the Law was implemented, the volume of material collected in New Jersey went from 10 million pounds in 
2010 to 48 million in 2012 to well over 55 million in 2014.  In 2013 the market for older televisions (those with 
cathode ray tubes or CRTs) changed abruptly when the last remaining CRT manufacturing plant in North America 
closed.  This caused a major issue in the Electronics Recycling Industry, one that the manufacturers tried to pass 
on to the towns and counties offering their free programs to their residents.  Per the current law and the NJDEP, 
“such fees are prohibited by the E-Waste Law.  With limited exceptions, manufacturers must cover all the costs 
associated with the collection, transportation and recycling of CED’s.”  Unfortunately, by late 2014 many towns 
and counties were beginning to get charged for their pickups for a program that was free and convenient. 
 
With an escalating problem, various groups (Association of NJ Recyclers, Association of Household Hazardous 
Waste Coordinators, NJ Association of Counties, as well as numerous County and Municipal Representatives) 
worked together for over a year and a half to make changes to the current Law.  Electronics Bill A-4763 passed in 
the State Assembly in December 2015 and the Senate in early January 2016. Although not a perfect bill, it 
appeared to be a good compromise for all those involved.  It was sent to the Governor’s desk for final signature.  
For reasons unknown to most, the Governor chose to pocket veto the bill, reverting back to the previous Law and 
all of its issues. 
 
Beginning January 1, 2016, most towns and counties that went out for new proposals were left with hefty fees and 
no free outlets for their material being collected.  Towns and counties did not budget for these costs because this 
was to be a free and convenient program; so many are left to close down their local drop off centers. 
 
Gloucester County residents may contact their municipality to see if they still have their local drop off 
center.  They may also contact the Best Buy Store in Deptford at (856) 374-0404, the Good Will Store in 
Woodbury Hts. at (856) 848-9834, or Magnum Computer Recycling in Pennsauken at (856) 333-0991 if they 
have e-waste that needs to be recycled.  Televisions and computers may not go out in the regular trash, 
they must be recycled. 
 
Residents may also contact Frank Piliere or Dana Lawson at the NJDEP at (609) 984-3438 or the NJ Governor’s 
Office at (609) 292-6000 for more details and explanations. 
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