
 
 
 

 
 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on all of our lives.  Governor 
Murphy announced this past Friday, May 29th that childcare centers in the State of New 
Jersey could open as soon as June 15th, 2020 under a strict set of guidelines.  Shady Lane 
Child Development Center is currently working on a comprehensive plan to respond to 
the new rules and regulations put forth by the State to keep all of our staff and families 
healthy and safe during this time.  Our new normal will look very different than the way 
we operated before closing.  We are working with the State and Local government so that 
we can move forward with a safe and coordinated approach.  However, with that said I 
unfortunately am writing to let you know that our goal is to open in September rather 
than now in effort to keep flattening the curve and keep the members of our Shady Lane 
community safe.  As you are aware, our building is unique and is attached to the Shady 
Lane Nursing Home which houses a very vulnerable population.  We share several 
services in our daily operations with Shady Lane Nursing Home and with that are being 
cautious and conservative to protect the residents of Shady Lane Nursing Home and 
delaying our opening to the start of the new school year.   
 
This delay will also allow us to prepare properly for our new operational guidelines and 
be more than ready for our families to return to us come September.  It will give us the 
time to put into place new policies and procedures, order new materials required by the 
State Office of Licensing, re-structure our classrooms, and ultimately keep your children 
as safe as possible upon returning.  In August along with a new contract for the upcoming 
school year we will include all of our new policies and procedures for when we return.  
Currently, some of the guidelines that we will be updating will include staff and children 
(when feasible) over the age of two wearing face masks, new drop-off and pick up 
procedures, food preparation policies, cleaning and sanitizing procedures such as brining 
all bedding home daily will be required, and our classroom sizes.  Again, as we navigate 
the next several months these policies may be updated so by the time we return we are 
hoping some of these have again been modified by the State’s Office of Licensing  for 
childcare centers.          
 
Due to significant changes in the economy and our choice to delay opening, we 
understand that your child care needs with Shady Lane Child Development Center may 
have changed.  We have included a survey and ask that you please fill it out and return to 
me via email at kshields@gcianj.com and let us know if you are planning on returning 
when our doors open in September or should your schedule need to be modified in some 
way.  At this time we are mapping out the new school year based on the guidelines that 
have been presented to us now and will have limited room in our classrooms so it is 
imperative that you reach out to us.  Currently the State is only allowing groups of ten 
children at a time, and they must be the same group for children who are grouped 
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together daily.  This significantly decreases our classroom size in a majority of our 
rooms.   
I would like to thank you for your continued patience throughout this time.  I understand 
your frustrations and concerns and am here at any time to answer any questions you may 
have for us.  I wish you and your families well, and you stay healthy and safe.  I look 
forward to seeing you all in September and hope you enjoy your summer. 
 
 
Best, 
 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Shields 
Administrator  
Shady Lane Child Development Center 
       
 

 


